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(5) The committee of Permanent Representatives
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In view of the above facts, there are
three short notes on this resolution
which should be mentioned here:

1. In Iranian mentality, and per-
haps on a larger scale in the general
mentality that is rife throughout the
Middle East and the Eastern coun-
tries, allegations made by the Euro-
pean states or the United States in
apparent defense of human rights are
considered ridiculous, untrustwor-
thy, and incorrect. Even in the most
optimistic state, such allegations are
looked upon with extreme doubt and
suspicion. It would suffice to simply
talk to an Iranian, Egyptian, Afghan,
Iraqi, Bahraini, Pakistani or any citi-
zen from other Eastern countries and
ask them about their viewpoint about
the European Union’s allegations on
the situation of human rights in their
respective countries. The possibil-
ity that you may hear those people
lauding and admiring EU’s claims is
quite low. Perhaps there are many ac-
tivists and advocates of human rights
in those countries who are working
round the clock to improve human
rights standards in their countries.
However, the bitter memories of co-
lonialism in the past and the double
standards that are currently being
applied to human rights issue by
the United States and the European
countries, especially when it comes to
oil and energy exports as well as arms
sales, constitute the main obstacles
which prevent citizens of these coun-
tries from believing the West’s claims
on defending human rights as truth-
ful and honest. Therefore, most hu-
man rights activists in the aforesaid

countries prefer to go on with their

own human rights activities without
any affiliation to Western individuals,
nongovernmental organizations and
state institutions which claim to be
human rights advocates.

2. From 2009 up to the present time,
at least, seven human rights-related
resolutions have been adopted by
the European Parliament against
the Islamic Republic. The tone and
contents of almost all of them were
stronger, and in other words, more
interventionist than the new resolu-
tion. However, none of them evoked
such a sharp reaction from Iranian of-
ficials and people. Perhaps the worst
damage which was done by the new
resolution was to do away with the
general atmosphere of optimism that
had taken shape within the Iranian
public opinion toward Europe. At
any rate, maybe such an apparently
negative development would be fol-
lowed by positive consequences in
that it can make Iranians take more
cautious steps in the face of the real
conditions which govern internation-
al relations.

3. It is almost certain that the latest
EP resolution will have no negative
impact on the nuclear talks [between
Iran and the six world powers]. Both
sides are fully aware that if they ac-
tually aim to find a final solution to
Iran's nuclear issue, they have to fo-
cus on this issue and do not pay un-
due attention to unrelated develop-
ments. On the other hand, it is clear
that the overall tone of the latest EP
resolution on Iran is, in many cases,
inclined to intervention in the coun-
try’s internal affairs and it would have

been better if the resolution had been

N, ~

formulated using more respectful lit-
erature. However, if at the end of the
day, it prompts the Islamic Republic
and the European Union to resume
their human rights dialogue, it will be
worth consideration. This request has
been included in the text of the reso-
lution by the European Parliament.
Therefore, if the Iranians - including
academic and nongovernmental in-
stitutions as well as official and gov-
ernmental ones - enter into a human
rights dialogue with the European
Union, it will certainly reduce the
possibility of political manipulation of
human rights concept in interactions
between the two sides. As a human
rights researcher, I am quite certain
of the reality that many viewpoints
held both in Iran and Europe about
the other side’s approach to human
rights are based on misunderstand-
ing, unfamiliarity with the philosophy
of human rights concept cherished by
either side, as well as unawareness of
how the principles of human rights
are enforced by either side and the
real method used for this purpose.
At any rate, Iran and Europe had a
preliminary experience in this regard
during the 1990s and the early 2000s
by engaging first in “critical dialogue”
and then in “constructive dialogue,”
which was an even better experience.
However, due to politicization of
the whole process, that dialog failed
to reach its ultimate goal. Initiation
of the second round of the human
rights dialogue on the basis of mu-
tual respect can be a good beginning
for the two sides to usher in a new
era of scientific cooperation pivoted

around the concept of human rights.
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On the last day of March 2014, the
European Parliament's Committee
on Foreign Affairs released a draft
resolution entitled the “European
Union’s Strategy towards Iran,” and
put the text of the draft resolution on
the website of the European Union
(EU). The contents and tone of the
resolution and its coincidence with
the measures taken by the Iranian
government to improve relations
with the European Union, frequent
visits to the Islamic Republic of Iran

by representatives of various Europe-

an countries, and the fragile atmos-
phere of optimism resulting from
the aforesaid developments caused
the draft resolution, unlike previous
resolutions adopted by the European
Parliament (EP), to draw serious at-
tention from all quarters while elic-
iting negative reactions both among
high-ranking Iranian officials and the
country’s mass media. However, in
parallel to the critical views, there has
been another different viewpoint in
Iran whose proponents argue that the
EP resolution should be taken lightly
and considered as an ordinary issue
in order to control domestic reac-
tions to it. Of course, the latter view-
point has drawn far less attention in
comparison with the first one.

Although the entire text of the draft
resolution drawn up by the EP’s
Committee on Foreign Affairs con-
sisted of about 49 opening and ex-
ecutive paragraphs, two paragraphs

in this document were especially in-

strumental in eliciting the strong re-
action of the Iranian officials. Those
two specific paragraphs underlined
that “presidential elections in Iran
were not held in accordance with
the democratic standards valued by
the EU;” and that “EP delegations to
Iran should be committed to meeting
members of the political opposition
and civil society activists” Of course,
the public opinion in Iran is gener-
ally and naturally unaware of the en-
tire content and text of such resolu-
tions as many people are not willing
to read them. Given the fact that the
overall course and results of Iran's
presidential elections last year were
generally hailed as a cause of pride
for all Iranians, such baseless claims,
which aim to cast doubt on the credi-
bility of presidential elections in Iran,
has convinced the Iranian nation that
these resolutions actually aim to pave
the way for the Europeans to interfere

in the country’s internal affairs.
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Yes, euroscepticism has been on the rise,
also due to bad political decisions within the
EU. Particularly the policies of austerity that
have been forced on the southern Member
States have contributed to this trend

——

Yes, euroscepticism has been on the

rise, also due to bad political decisions
within the EU. Particularly the policies

of austerity that have been forced on the
southern Member States have contributed
to this trend. In these countries, the living
standard of many people has deterio-
rated. A second factor is the intention

of the government of some stronger EU
countries to change the Eurozone to an
area, where the European Parliament is
weakened and democracy minimised. So
they can rule as they wish. In this regard
we cannot take the EU for granted and
have to defend it against those who seek
to destroy it. Nationalism in Europe is the
only alternative to European integration.
And looking back to the 20th century,

Europe has had enough of nationalism.

The reasons for this phenomenon are
manifold, and their expression in various
member states is not the same. What is
certain is that, yes, the next EP will see
more Euroscepticism, but no, this will
not paralyse European decision making
or create a new mainstream of European
politics which would be adverse to inte-
gration. At the end of the day, those who
advocate a truly integrated European
political space with full rights for our citi-
zens and a united stance on world affairs
must explain to European citizens why
this is needed, necessary, and inevitable if
we want to continue to play a role on the
global stage. Those who apologise to citi-
zens for European integration are playing

the game of the destroyers of Europe.
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With the European Par—
liamentary elections, the
shadow of euroscepticism
grows stronger within the
European Union. What are
its origins and crucially what
does it mean for Europe's
future? Will EU remains a
unified body or we are facing
amulti pillar which has its
own power struggles?

It is true that euro-scepticism has grown

within the EU, at least in some member
countries, unfortunately, from my point
of view. It is too early to predict what
exactly it may mean for the future of
Europe. First we will have to see the

outcome of the elections.

Euroscepticism is not as young as it may
seem to be. The rhetoric that we can
hear all over the Europe could have been
heard in the House of Commons during
the ,,reign“of Baroness Thatcher. For any
politician it is very helpful to find an
enemy. Eurosceptics found the EU as
their own enemy on which they can put
all the blame for problems that ordinary
people are facing. In that sense, the EU

is very big and easy target, although the
European project is not responsible for
any problems Europe is facing these days.
As for the EU’s future - I do hope we
will reform the institutional basis of the
EU in such a way that more democracy
has its say, that Commission will have
less powers and more responsibility and
that the dialogue between Parliament and
Council will be more transparent. Such
setting can lead to better functioning EU.
T do not think that we are facing a threat
of collapse, what we really are facing is a
threat of ineffectiveness which we must

address.
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We try to achieve improve—
ment in bilateral relation
with Iran and this goal is
behind any political divi—
sion within the chamber
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Please keep your fingers crossed, together
with us, hoping that there will not be
more populist parties and parties of the
extreme right to enter the European
Parliament. Those forces will not work
towards détente and a new beginning in
relations with Iran but seek to continue

Iran's isolation.

It is not the European Parliament, or
indeed any Parliament, which decides

on these matters in the first place - not
the Iranian Parliament either, by the

way. Still, I hope that the next EP will

see a solid alliance between Christian
Democrats and Social Democrats to

take matters further, and obviously, in
this kind of configuration, Iran and its
decision-makers could look at the EP as
a reliable institution for confidence and
trust building, as well as for the deepen-
ing of democratic interaction. In the past,
we have done less than we could, but Iran
must understand that there are certain
practices which the EP will continue

not to accept. A lot will depend on the
Iranian course of action in the future.

If we see more transparency in Iranian
decision-making and a less rigid approach
to what we call Human Rights - and we

insist! - then a lot of doors will open.

'The outcome of upcoming election is
hard to predict, however I do not think
that potential changes in component

of European Parliament will imply a
significant shift in policy toward Iran.
European countries attitude is clear and
coherent. We try to achieve improvement
in bilateral relation with Iran and this
goal is behind any political division

within the chamber.




How do you see the impact

of parliamentary election

in May 2014 on decision—
making process in EU toward
Iran?

Personally I see no connection between
the parliamentary elections in 2014

and the decision-making toward Iran.
EU democratic principles and standard
procedures will be followed, as for the
elections as well as electing new members

to the Iran delegation in the parliament.

'The European Parliament has, however,

little say in the context of European for-
eign policy. However, members of Euro-
pean parliament can demand explanation
of particular foreign policy settings, as
I've done even in the context of Iranian
sanctions in the past. The foreign policy
of the EU is formed in the Council, so the
EU decision making process is dependent
on the political orientation of EU’s mem-
ber states. The result of parliamentary
elections will however provide a good

illustration of possible future trends.




The struggle for energy and the cor-
responding resources, gas and oil in
particular, is one of the most important
conflicts of our time. However, I cannot
really understand why Iran has not yet
started to invest in domestic renewable
energies. Iran could be an example for the
whole region. We have started to tackle
our dependence from energy based on
fossil resources by making increased use
of energy stemming from wind or the
sun. We feel the same about the peaceful
use of nuclear energy. In your country,
you actually have the chance to go
without nuclear energy, it is not a clean
source of energy after all. The storage

of nuclear waste is one of the biggest
problems for our civil economy, and we
are not even close to a solution. Together
with countries like Germany Iran should
develop and implement alternatives to

nuclear power.

Yes. As I have stated before, there must
be no US lead in European approaches
towards Iran, or it would happen at our
structural disadvantage. Yet, Iran must
be clear on who its focal partners should
be. China and Pakistan may be more
easy-going in some respects, but do
Iranians want their country to be locked
in alliances with partners the stability

of which is less than evident? Europe is
a benevolent partner, more so than any
other. This might be worth something
to millions of Iranians who think about
development and progress, also in demo-
cratic terms. You will find no inspiration

for such a route in the East.

He did not answere.




Iran is Europe’s sixth mostimportant
supplier of energy. Since 199 1Eu—
rope has become more and more
dependent upon Russia fornatural
gasimports. Itsenergy needs have
goneupanditsdiversification
strategy has not been efficiently
implemented. Given its geographical
location and the fact that Iran has the
world’s second largest fossil energy
resources, ithas the potential to
become the most important supplier
of energy to Europe, as well as the
most economic fransit route between
the oil rich Caspian Sea states and
Europe. Although the relationship
hassignificant growth potential,
itsdevelopment hasbeen severely
hampered by the political turmoil.
Overthe past three years European
energy firmshave been pulling out of
Iran, and European Union sanctions
prohibit any further investment in
the Iranian energy sector. Thereis
ariskin this strategy in that, given
the competition between energy
consumption in Asia and Europe and
limited energy resources, Iran will
continue to diversify its consumer
base and provide energy guarantees
toother countries such as India Pa—
kistan and China. Asin other areas,
here too Chinese and other Asian
enterprises are eager tomoveinon
the Europeans’ business territory.
How doyou see all these? Don’t you
think EU is losing too much by fol—
lowing the US policies toward Iran,
while Iran has announced its readi—
ness tobuild trust with international
community overits peaceful nuclear
program?

The energy supply is—
sue is connected with
the development of
the relations between
the EU and Iran, in
the near future

The energy supply issue is connected with
the development of the relations between
the EU and Iran, in the near future. I
hope for the best, of course, but this will

all be dependent on further development.

N ¢

As I've pointed out earlier, I do not think
that the EU is following solely the US

policies. The EU also has had serious

concerns about peaceful orientation of
Iranian nuclear program as well as about
the level of human rights abuse. The EU
has also announced its readiness to lift
the sanctions in the future - and possibly
even the energetic sanctions - given
specific conditions are met. I believe

that both parties will finally fulfill the
conditions and the normal, friendly and
peaceful cooperation between the EU and

Iran could be re-established.
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Of course, economic cooperation with
Iran isin Europe's highest interest. Iran
after all is a developed country that pos—
sesses resources that see a high demand

all around the globe

Of course, economic cooperation with
Iran is in Europe's highest interest. Iran
after all is a developed country that pos-
sesses resources that see a high demand
all around the globe. For markets, this is
of highest value. But on the other hand,
going back to normal is not that easy
after all. You see, we are contacted each
week by people from Iran that suffer
from discrimination and as a woman
1 know perfectly well what magnitude
of change is ahead of Iran. We will not
simply let it be!

Another word on the sanctions. My party
in Germany, DIE LINKE, and everybody
inside it, have at all times repudiated in
strong and unambiguous terms the sanc-
tions against Iran. Unfortunately, we have
been alone in this so far. Those sanctions
affect the economy, civil society, normal
people. We think this is wrong. If the
sanctions are now relaxed or completely

abolished, then this is the right thing.

1 wish we could move to dismantling
sanctions against a neighbour. In this
period of time, not using the tremendous
opportunities that a structured economic
partnership with Iran could offer would
not be the most intelligent option Euro-
peans could draw. Yet, there are reasons
for the sanctions, and there has been a
type of political leadership in Iran in the
recent past which has used every possible
opportunity to justify the sanctions. Now
this is over, let's try and work toward
freeing up all areas of co-operation
between Europe and Iran, including the

economy.

N

——

He did not answere.




Has EU’s foreign policy toward
Iran been able to satisfy mem—
ber states economic interests?
Traditionally Iranian markets
have had a tendency to Euro—
pean companies and products.
Howeverin recent years the
Iranians are gradually adapted
to the taste of Chinese goods.
The presence of European
companies in Iran and their
eagerness for this marketim—
plies the fact that the economic
partof Europe in contrast toits
political part doesn't feel good
about the sanctions against
Iran. What is your opinion on
this?

I am not all that familiar with the detailed

economic policy as such between the

EU states and Iran. As for sanctions, I
think you ought to put this question to
the respective companies -there may be
diverging views between them as well,
who knows -not me, I am afraid, as my
mandate concerns the parliamentary rela-

tions between Iran and the EU.

It is obvious that not only Iranian people
suffered under the sanction regime, but
some European companies were affected
as well. However, any restrictions to trade,
either political or strategic, are perceived
as problematic on the side of business.

It will be hard to attract Iranian markets
as China competes with dumped prices.
However I still believe that there is a lot
of space for proliferation of European
expertise and innovations to Iran - some-

thing China cannot offer.




As you say, much of the relations
between Iran and the US has been
shaped by mistrust. For decades, the
US have been interfering with political
relations in Iran, they have supported
or overturned governments, accord-
ing to their interests, which mainly
means economic interests. Deep rifts
have formed on both sides. Of course
it has been easy, in the time before
President Rohani, to demonize Iran. In
particular, during the Ahmadined-
schad era great damage has been done
and the international isolation of Iran
has been advanced. This has also made
the struggle for human rights in Iran
more difficult.

Let me put it like this: We in Europe
have a long tradition of economic
relations with Iran. The "old aunt”
Europe knows a lot about mentality
and history of "old aunt" Iran. Because
we know each other for a long time we
should revive our relations in a dili-
gent manner. This of course includes
talking openly about the problems
that need to be tackled. Ultimately,
this could also be a way to improve

relations with the US.

The EU and European states want clear signs from
Iran that friendship will be the tone of the future.

‘We know that Iran has a dynamic young population
who want to engage with the world, and we should be
ready to engage with them. This is the message that
the US must be given from Europe. There is no US
agent behind every European foreign minister, and
the Iranian authorities know that trust is easier to

build with Europeans than with the US. We will relay.

Despite of our common approach
with the US, in the EU there are
different procedures regarding the
policy toward Iran, including imposing
sanctions. The EU shares the same
concerns and many times works in

the same manner that the US, but it
cannot be said that the EU is depend-
ent on the US in the foreign policy
area. For instance, contradictory to the
American approach, the EU decided
to lift some sanction such as frozen

financial assets.




EU foreign policy is really
trying to be as independent
as possible when it comes to
relations with Iran

Given the history of relation—
ships between Iran and U.S,
there is an accumulation

of mistrust. While regard—
ing Europe, Iran has lots of
successful experiences. How
independent is European
foreign policies from U.S
demands? To be clearer what
is the role and weight of U.Sin
EU foreign policy?

The EU has been trying to coordinate its

own common foreign and security policy
during the last ten years. However, no
country or body can be totally independ-
ent of other international actors, in the
global age. The US is an ally of the EU
and the EU tries to maintain good rela-
tions to as many countries as possible and
the US is one of them. However, the EU
and the member states have their own

foreign policy, independent of the US.

As the USA and the EU share common
values, it may seem, at first sight, as US
having some crucial influence over the
EU’s foreign policy. EU foreign policy is
really trying to be as independent as pos-
sible when it comes to relations with Iran
and as the EU foreign policy is standing
on different pillars as the US one, it
provides sometimes different results.
However the strict stance towards the
Iranian nuclear program stems from the
fact that two European member states are
nuclear weapon states as well. So the non-
proliferation efforts of the EU foreign
policy originates in the European values
and in the interests and non-proliferation

obligations of those two member states.
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With regard to Iran, the EU in recent
years has been following the United
States' strategy. This meant sanctions
and the freezing of relations. It is only
with recent changes in Iran and a new
perspective for a resolution of the nuclear
issue, including support from Russia, that
the window of opportunity is opening
up again. This goes for both the US and
the EU. There is no separate strategy of
the EU which is to say that there is no

independent European strategy.

N

Iran is much more a neigh—
bour to us than to America,
and clearly, parts of European
history are intimately inter—
twined with the history of Iran

Europe has maintained relations with
Iran when the US didn't, and we certainly
don't depend on the US when thinking
and formulating our stance on Iran and
the sort of relations we want to engage
in. Nor should we. Iran is much more a
neighbour to us than to America, and
clearly, parts of European history are
intimately intertwined with the history
of Iran - enough for me to believe that
Europe should and must be able to find

its own bearings on Iran.

——

European Union is working closely

with United States, it can be seen in E3/
EU+3 talks with Iran in Vienna, 20th
February 2014. This was the first nuclear
negotiations since the adoption of the
Joint Action Plan, which set encouraging
timetable for next talks in July. In the
European Parliament there is special a
delegation for relations with Iran, chaired
by MEP Tarja Cronberg, the EP Foreign
Affairs Committee and its subcommittee
Security and Defence that are all dealing
with negotiation with Iran. In the EU we
are concerning relations with Iran as an
important, issue, focusing also on respect-
ing human rights and democratic values

in the region.




After starting the joint plan

of action or what is known

as deal between Iran and

145, Iran was hosting many
European politician and
diplomats as well as European
companies. But it seems that
United States is so concerned
about economic and diplo-
matic traffic in Tehran. Does
U.Sand EU follow a unified
strategy toward Iran or there
is division between these two?

The United States and the EU have

excellent working relations, but we are
separate bodies and we do not coordinate
our actions in all areas of life, nor is there
a unified strategy toward Iran that I am

aware of.

'This question is not easy to answer and
I am surely not the person to provide
the most insightful answer. Both the EU
and the US are following the same goal —
security both for Iran as for themselves.
There are, of course, some differences
in their approach, but the overall goal
is, however, common. The US may be
surprised and suspicious about the high
level of diplomatic activity on the EU
side, but the reason behind this is very
simple - the EU has much closer ties to

Iran than the US.




Dual track strategies like they have been
pursued for years by the EU are really not
helpful. A new beginning requires mutual
trust and that is something that needs to
be fostered. It is the only way for both
sides to prove their sincerity. That goes
for all our relations with countries in the
Middle East.

1 see great interest and a certain scepti-
cism, because we don't really know Iran.
We don't know modern Iranian society,
we don't know how the people of Iran
think and feel, hope and believe. Euro-
peans and many of their political repre-
sentatives would certainly want relations
with Iran to finally move to a level of
communication where we don't eternally
only focus on the nuclear business, and if
Iran wants the same, it must help get the
nuclear business out of the way. I think
this is being done. The next step is Syria.
If we manage to engage in meaningful
action towards stopping the Syrian civil
war, and to admit our respective mistakes
— for yes, Europe is making them too -
then indeed there may be many more

steps in a not so distant future.

European Union considers Iran as a vital
actor on the international political area.
The agreement, reached in Geneva on

9 -10 January 2014 on technical details
of the implementation of the deal

signed with Iran in November, shows
commitment of the EU diplomats. Two
days of long negotiation that took place
in Geneva were a substantial progress

in all the pertinent issues, laying the
foundations for a coherent, prompt and
smooth implementation of the Joint Plan
of Action within the six. In my opinion
EU countries are eager to improve
economic as well as political relation with
Iran. It has been also shown by mission
undertook by EU Delegation for Relation

with Iran.




How much readiness and
seriousness do you see in
European countries to take
practical steps toward Iran?

Iam convinced that
there are some member
states that are ready to
restart their trade rela—

As a representative of the European
Parliament I cannot make statements on
behalf of the member countries. The par-
liament has indeed been proactive what
comes to the possible establishment of an
EU delegation in Iran and/or sending an

EU envoy to Tehran.

tions with Iran

It depends on what exactly is meant by

the ,,practical steps towards Iran I am
convinced that there are some member
states that are ready to restart their trade
relations with Iran. All depends on mu-
tual openness and honesty in fulfilling the
Geneva agreement. Generally speaking

- European countries are equally ready to
either ease the sanctions or continue the

sanction regime.
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T am optimistic that the nuclear issue will
be resolved in a positive manner. This will
allow for a new beginning in the bilateral
relations between Iran and Europe. Ul-
timately we need to achieve a return to
normal in our relations. However, there a

still a lot of obstacle to be overcome.

[

The interim agreement reached
on the country's nuclear pro—
gramme represents a major dip—
lomatic breakthrough particular
for the EU relation with Iran

T will not delve into the issue of bilateral
relations. Regarding the overall EU per-
spective on Iran, I hope this agreement
will allow us to move into an era of in-
creased contacts and co-operation. At the
end of the day, Iran could - and should

- be a strategic partner of Europe instead
of anything else. I also believe that the
aspirations of the Iranian people towards
a freer and more globalised future would
best be served if we try to dramatically
increase interaction and exchanges be-
tween them and Europe. This is what I've

been advocating for a very long time.

—_

The interim agreement reached on the
country's nuclear programme represents a
major diplomatic breakthrough particular
for the EU relation with Iran. While
supporting efforts to reach a diplomatic
solution, the European Parliament has
called on the EU to adopt a broader
strategy towards Iran which addresses the
country's regional role and encourages
more cooperation on counter-terrorism,
fighting drug trade, and energy security.
The EP’s Committee on Foreign Affairs

is preparing a recommendation for the
European External Action Service, the
Council and the Commission expected

to be adopted during the February 2014
plenary session. From Poland perspective
we are happy about the agreement which
have been reached and in the future we
will be looking to improve our trade rela-
tion with Iran. Taking into consideration
the history of our prosperous relationship
we had, Poland is not satisfied with the
recent drop of 30% in our trade relation.
‘We value our partnership in the field of
energy, trade and we are willing to work

on rebuilding our relation in the future.




As my first question, what

is your assessment of recent
Geneva agreement between
Iran and 6 great powers and
how do you see the future of
bilateral relations between
Iran and European countries?
Particularly in the light of
Geneva agreement, how do
you see future of bilateral
relations between Iran and
Germany?

The Geneva agreement is of utmost

importance, no doubt. It has already
played on important role as to how other
international relations have developed
and I hope it will continue to do so. This
concerns all European countries as well,

including Luxembourg.

I've welcomed the Geneva agreement
namely because it provided a new hope
for lifting the sanctions which I have
never considered as the right tool for
changing the Iranian stance towards its
nuclear program. The European Union
has always been pressing on mutual confi-
dence building mechanisms and T actually
believe, that the Geneva agreement is the
first real confidence building mechanism
which will test honesty of intentions on
both sides. I do not see a reason for not
improving bilateral relations between Iran
and Czech Republic when it is clearly
proven that intentions of Iranian nuclear

program are solely peaceful.




Cornelia ERNST, German Pavel POC, Czech Republicjill Frank Engel, Luxembourg
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Tehran. Does U.S and EU follow a unified

strategy toward Iran or there is division
between these two?
How independent is European

foreign policies from U.S demands?
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tween the EU and Member States.
Such dynamics have put a strain on
the sovereignty of individual States
, through the transfer of regulatory
powers and competences to the su-
pranational European level have giv-
en rise to a kind of shared sovereignty
but potentially conflicting".

From our brief summary and analy-
sis it is clear that the fundamental
problem of the European Union as it
is structured today is based on two
points: the lack of democracy and the
excessive legal power of the EU. The
lack of democracy is a factor directly
attributable to the concept of popular
sovereignty. Without a democratic
and strongly legitimized by the peo-
ple institutions, Europe cannot be a
great power. Excessive enlargement
of the Community legislature then ,
arising from entities not democrati-
cally elected , is a further element of
alienation of the masses against the
leaders of the Union. How to solve
these two weaknesses of Europe as
an institution , that is going to create
a Europe not only institutional , but
also popular ? The answer is obvi-
ously complex and difficult . Here we
can only speculate . To be a real entity
capable of having a voice in the world
and be prestigious in the eyes of the
Europeans should also become a po-
litical and military power, not only le-
gal and economic . In Europe we have
two factors of weakness: internal and
external . The factor of internal weak-
ness is failure by a synthesis of the
various national instances . You see
it often in the context of European

foreign policy. Suffice it to quote the

recent cases of the war in Libya and
the Syrian crisis . In the first case the
Union has dramatically fragmented ,
with the UK and France that led the
attack on the African country , while
Italy is due to bending, against his
will, to the diktat of the Paris - Lon-
don axis. Germany on the other hand
has maintained a position of neutral-
ity almost . In Syria we saw again the
axis of France-UK support the rebels
in a massive way , with a certain
sympathy also to the direct interven-
tion on the Libyan model . Italy has
mantained a more cautious approach
, pressing for a peaceful solution
of the crisis, and the same goes for
Germany. As long as there are these
divisions, it is difficult to see a politi-
cally influential. Not to mention the
aspect of military occupation Europe.
This point is linked to the sovereignty
and the democratic deficit . Without
the liberation of European soil by the
military occupation of the United
States, there will never be a free Euro-
pean Union . This is the second prob-
lem, the external problem. It would
be childish to think you can solve the
problems of sovereignty only through
a strengthening of the European Par-
liament , with greater powers in the
legislative field. What would a Euro-
pean parliament to bring, if the real
decisions are taken not so much in
Brussels, but in Washington? The Eu-
ropeans should understand that they
have to throw the eye beyond appear-
ances, the European institutions are
not the problem , but only a mani-
festation of a much bigger problem
, called the occupation of Europe by
myriads of U.S. military bases . Who

O 7

wants to work for a great Europe ,
economically, politically, militarily ,
must understand that the EU is not
the problem: you have to be a strong
and sovereign , closer to the people
EU. The first step ? Start to promote
a better relationship with east and
the Mediterranean. A common secu-
rity policy with neighboring nations
, would help to solve many practical
problems of people. The excessive
bargaining power gained by the EU
against member states in the legal
field is another question to be solved.
People continue to perceive unjust
decisions taken unilaterally by the
EU, especially for what concerns the
austerity policies related to the eco-
nomic crisis . But from here to want
to destroy everything , the road is
very dangerous. The crisis, also teach-
es us the experience, not be resolved
to return to the status quo ante, but
they all have in common the charac-
teristic of producing important - and
often irreversible - consequences in
the environments on which they fall :
the direction of these effects depends
on the ability of actors to govern the
processes . No Turning Back . We
must start from what we have , which
is a European Union which , however,

has ensured peace on the continent.

No Turning Back . We
must start from what we
have , which is a European
Union which , however,
has ensured peace on the
continent




In this

of the democratic principle .

regard , however, another italian ex-
pert, Paolo Ridola , is expressed in
the following way: "The difficulties
and questions arise , however, when
you want to go to analyze what are
the characters, the content and scope
of the democratic principle in Eu-
ropean level. This is due to the fact
that the democratic principle has es-
sentially made by the experience of
the nation state: an experience built
on the model of a sovereign state. "
Then , without sovereignty , it will be
difficult to realize an ideal synthesis
between European institutions that
are undemocratic and a popular feel-
ing of belonging, not only geographi-
cal but also institutional, to the Eu-
ropean Union. It is not just a vague
reference to the category , perhaps
demagogic , of a "Europe of nations",
but is a definite need to make more

sympathetic in the eyes of European

citizens, entity who perceived as un-
necessary, expensive and inefficient.
Only a Europe in which the people
are sovereign has a future, otherwise
, the only legal uniformity, can not

build a European identity itself .

European Union and Member

States. the distribution of powers|
Now the member states, in legal
terms, are very much related: Europe-
an Union regulations and directives,
are the foundation of what would
later national parliaments approve.
The absolute majority of laws passed
in Italy for exemple derives from
the impulse of the European institu-
tions . The same is true for the other
member countries. The Lisbon Treaty
clarifies the division of competences
between the Union and the member
states. For exemple only the EU can
make law in some issues: the main is-
sue is the monetary politics. In some

cases we have a cooperation in mak-

ing law between EU and member
states. For exemple in this cases: so-
cial policies ,environmental policies,
consumer protection and energy pol-
icies. In addition, the economic crisis
has further weakened the bargaining
power of member countries, thereby
strengthening the European Union.
The austerity policies imposed by the
EU to countries like Italy , make it
even more complex the relationship
between citizens and institutions. The
system of powers excessively tilted in
favor of the EU has created tensions.
About this the italian expert of law
Vincenzo Sbrescia said: " The gradual
expansion of Community powers
(which had produced the excessive
expansion of the tasks and powers of
the EU decision-making level ) and
the tendency to further expand the
regulatory domain of the European
institutions have underline the need

to balance the regulatory powers be-
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2007. Taking into account the politi-
cal, economic and social issues and
wanting to respond to the aspirations
of the Europeans , the Heads of State
and Government have agreed new
rules to governing the scope and mo-
dalities of future EU action . The Lis-
bon Treaty allows therefore to adapt
the European institutions and their
working methods, to strengthen the
democratic legitimacy of the Union
and to consolidate the fundamental
values that of Europe. The Lisbon
Treaty is the result of negotiations
carried out by the Member States
within an intergovernmental confer-
ence. The treaty was ratified by each
of the 28 EU countries. In accordance
with Article 6 of the Treaty of Lisbon,
the text came into force on December
2009. Today , therefore, the European
Union embraces a large number of
countries that have reached a high
level of legal uniformity , suffice to
say that right now the EU law is the
main source for the legal systems of

member countries.

EU institutions: the problem of the

[democratic defici

Within the European Union there are
institutions , similar to those that are
in the national constitutional powers
of the state. Within the EU, we have
in particular: the European Parlia-
ment , the Council , the Commission
, the Court of Justice and the Court of
Auditors. The first three bodies have
a political nature, while the other two
are courts that have a legal power.
Here we will cover the first three. In
addition to these institutions operate
numerous committees with different

tasks, not to mention many other or-

gans. First of all we can talk abouut
the European Parliament; the mem-
bers of this assembly are elected by
direct universal suffrage, for a period
of 5 years . Elections are held in each
member country and the number of
representatives is proportional to the
number of inhabitants of each state.
In each country, the electoral system
for the European elections is differ-
ent , for example, in Italy we have a
proportional system with the ability
to put on your preference, with a low
minimum threshold that allows even
minor political forces to have rep-
resentatives in European assembly.
The parliament building is either in
Brussels or in Strasbourg and Lux-
embourg. The powers of the Euro-
pean Parliament, although not all
exercised independently, but rather
mostly shared with the Council;
in fact this last one, is the heart of
legislative power in the EU, and the
problem is that the Council is not a
democratic elected body. The main
functions of parliament are due to
the exercise of political control over
the Commission by written and oral
questions and the instrument of mo-
tion of censure. The examination of
the Commission's legislative pro-
posals. The approval of the annual
budget of the Union, together with
the Council of the European Union
, the appointment of a body with a
specific task due to complaints and
malfunctions bodies (inspectors), so
in defense of the rights of European
citizens, and the establishment of
commissions of inquiry. The main
problem of the parliament is the fact

that its functions can not be exercised

-}

individually, is used to force the thing
with the involvement of non-elected
democratically bodies, as the Com-
mission or the Council. Scholars talk
about a real democratic defcit. For
example, the well-known italian pro-
fessor of EU Law, Luigi Daniele, said:
"Just as it was originally conceived,
the institutional structure of the
EU does not meet the principles on
which are based the modern states.
Specifically, it is not adhered to the
principle parliamentary democracy ,
since , as we have seen, the institu-
tion with greater powers , including
the power to adopt legislation, it is
the Council, which is composed of
representatives of the Governments
of the Member States. Council there-
fore is in represented the executive
power of each member state and not
the legislature." From the notes of
Prof. Daniele we understand that the
center of the European institutional
system is not a democratically elect-
ed body such as the parliament, but
one appointed by the various nation-
al governments, such as the Council ,
to be honest a similar argument also
deserves Commission. If the Council
is a sort of legislative power of the
EU, undermining , or at least relegate
the parliament to an organ of control
and supervision , the Commission,
each appointed by the various na-
tional governments, can be described
as the executive of the Union. The
problem of the democratic deficit ,
however, was dealt with by the Euro-
pean institutions . We can not deny
that there are in fact growing and
progressive opening of the treaties

in the direction of the affirmation




munity, established in Paris in 1951,

he chose the so-called integrative
method , based on a few key points :
- Prevalence of the organs of indi-
viduals who do not represent a state,
but themselves

- Prevalence of majority rule aimed
at overcoming vetoes and then the
block of the integration process

- A wide margin to adopt binding
acts and acts not only in character
of advice

- Legal control, aimed to supervise
the effective implementation of a
mandatory act, with a system of sanc-
tions in case of infringement

This method, was born thanks to a
famous speech given by the French
Foreign Minister Robert Schuman
in 1950. He said : "The contribution
that a organized Europe can bring
to civilization is indispensable to the

maintenance of peaceful relations.

[...] Europe will not be made all at
once, and will not be built all at once.
It will gain concrete achievements
only bu a de facto solidarity . " Not
surprisingly, the date on this impor-
tant speech , May 9 , is remembered
as Europe Day . The building of the
European Coal and Steel Commu-
nity consolidating strategic sectors
of the European economy; in this
way member countries promote fur-
ther progress , to integrate not only
economic , but also political and
military issues of the Old Continent
. In 1957 was born in Rome, the Eu-
ropean Economic Community ( EEC
true ancestor of the current EU) ,
together with the EAEC ( European
Atomic Energy Community ) . The
European Union itself , however, was
born on February 7, 1992 with the
Maastricht Treaty. From this moment

on, the integrative system becomes

more complex , as it affects not only
the economy , but has a general char-
acter, which covers various aspects .
The ratification of the Lisbon Treaty
, the last stage , to date, the integra-
tion process is the final realization
on the part of member states are no
longer able to cope alone with all the
new problems that know no borders
. To cope with and respond to the
concerns of citizens need a collective
effort at European level. However
, in order to cope with these chal-
lenges, Europe needs to modernize.
Must have consistent and effective
tools that are suitable not only for the
functioning of a European Union, re-
cently passed in 28 states , but also to
the rapid changes of today's world .
The rules of common life , established
by the treaties , must therefore be re-
newed. This is the objective of the

Treaty signed in Lisbon in December
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ropean continen, especially in the
western half of this geographical
area is characterized by the absence
of armed conflict on a large scale. In
fact, since the end of World War II to
the present, or for 7 decades, in West-
ern Europe there has been no great
wars between nations, and all the
phenomena of armed struggle, from
separatism in Spain and Great Britain,
to ideological terrorism in Germany,
France and Italy, however, have had
a fairly low profile, when compared
with the phenomena of terrorism to-
day in some areas of the globe, such
as the Middle East, where intestines
clashes in various countries, cause
every day tens of attaks. Comparing
then the last 70 years without great
conflicts with other eras in Western
Europe, but in the same context, we
realize how this European pax is a
rarity. If we think about it, it is dif-
fcult to find another such a long pe-
riod marked by stability and peace.
This is the main and more positive
fruit than ever of that we now call
the European Union. In fact , since
the beginning of the formation of this
particular entity, a third way between
a federal state ( like the U.S. ) and an
international organization ( like the
UN ) member states have never been
involved in conflicts between them .
Throughout Europe itself, the only
real conflicts since the end of World
War II have been articulated by coun-
tries that at that moment they were
not part of the EU: an example of
this is the bloody war in the Balkans,
i.e. the worst conflict in Europe since
the defeat of Nazi Germany in 1945.

Precisely for this reason experts be-

lieve the key to peace in the Balkans,
is the entering of thouse countries in
the EU. Therefore understand how
European integration is an asset and
not a threat, and the good of peace
is something too important because
you may have a superficial judgment
of the EU. This does not mean that
there are no criticisms to make about
EU and its institutions. The criticisms
should be constructive, however, and
a simple rejection of the understand-
ing of this complex phenomena, it is
not desirable nor affordable for the
future of the Old Continent . Only
a unified Europe can have a voice
in international dynamics . To think
that the European states individually
can count for something on the world
stage, in the midst of giants like the
USA ( first economy in the world
with 300 million inhabitants) , China
(more than one milirado inhabitants,
as well as the second global economy
) , India (more than one billion in-
habitants, among the top four eco-
nomic powers of the world ) or Rus-
sia ( largest country in the world with
more than 100 million inhabitants
and a nuclear potential is comparable
to that of North America ) is a big
utopia. Not even Germany alone may
be able to trouble these behemoths,
not to mention other countries. The
answer to the complexity of world
politics is a united and independent ,
not occupied militarily and economi-
cally integrated Europe. That said, if
you want to make criticism of the
European Union and its institutions
in a serious and constructive way, the
main question to be addressed is the

lack of connection between the lead-
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ers of the Union, its institutions and
citizens. Taking the example of Italy,
the turnout in the european elec-
tions is very low. In the European
elections of 2009, for example, the
turnout was 65 percent , well below
the Italian average; for exemple in
the national elections, it never fell
below 75 percent (parliament's elec-
tion). This disaffection derived from
the opposition to the European in-
stitutions , not related to the people
and to the electorate. In fact, the only
body elected by the people is the par-
liament of EU, but, in contrast to the
national parliaments, has no real leg-
islative power, but at most, in some
cases, it is required only an opinion
or supervision for decisions that are
made in other contexts , such as in
the Commission. To understand the
mechanism , however, and this lack
of democracy , we must understand
the powers of the European institu-
tions, both in the relationship be-
tween the various entities and insti-
tutions (Parliament , Commission,
etc. . ) , both for what concerns the
division of competences between the
Union and member states. But before
that will serve a short summary from
the historical point of view , to better
understand why we came to have this
kind of European institutions today.
What we now call the European Un-
ion is the result of a historical evolu-
tion. First we have to remember that
when we proceed to a union between
different countries or regions , it is
important to understand the method
used to finish off that unit . For what
was the prototype of the EU , namely
the European Coal and Steel Com-
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past and its own interest; second,
because Washington still keeps the
stronger decisional power according
to NATO hierarchy.

So Iran should be very careful to es-
tablish different ties with every single
European country valuing their re-
spective levels of reliability on a case-
by-case basis. Opening to West in
economy and technology fields could
be positive but it should be followed
by a strong political leadership able
to control and select foreign invest-
ments inside the country, especially
in financial sector, and a modern
national army with efficient military
capabilities due to a qualified defense
industry. Since Khomeini's Revolu-
tion in 1979, Iranian model of na-
tional development has demonstrated

its functionality, so reaching these

goals will be an easy task for presi-

dent Rouhani.

Mattei friendship for dia
logue and mutual respec

US and Israeli arrogance has ruined
and compromised dialogue and mu-
tual comprehension between Iran
and Europe for a long time. Italy was
maybe the most damaged country in
the last decades because of the de-
terioration of relationships between
Tehran and the West. 1953's CIA-
led Ajax Operation has overthrown
former PM Mohammed Mossadeq
after his decision to nationalize Irani-
an oil with the support of former ENI
president Enrico Mattei. At that time
the so called ENI-model represented
a revolutionary way in international

cooperation, based on a concrete

N

idea of mutual respect and win-win
strategy. Both Mossadeq and Mattei
payed a high price for their work and
political willings. Nowadays world
is finally changing and the present
process of multipolarization could al-
low our countries to fully realize that
cooperation plan to favor mutual ex-
change and comprehension between
Iran and Italy.

Rome and Tehran represent the
whombs of two great forms of civi-
lization, the centers of two empires
which contributed to write some es-
sential pages of world history. Thanks
to modern-man conquests in sectors
of science and technology, new forms
of dialogue could re-open the ancient
Silkroad, disappeared and forgotten
five centuries ago due to the primacy

of sea-power.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani ®)
greets Italian Foreign Minister Emma
Bonino (L) during their meeting in
Tehran on December 22, 2013.
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1953's CIA-led Ajax Opera-
tion has overthrown former
PM Mohammed Moss-
adeq after his decision to
nationalize Iranian oil with
the support of former ENI
president Enrico Mattei.

At that time the so called
ENI-model represented

a revolutionary way in
international cooperation,
based on a concrete idea
of mutual respect and win-
win strategy

significantly weaker. Western observ-
ers welcomed the electoral victory
of reformist wings with satisfaction,
believing that Rouhani could keep a
softer attitude towards US and EU.
However most of them considered
this softer attitude as a yielding and
not as a mutual opening. On the
contrary Iranian government held
its positions on nuclear issue steady,
obtaining a clear victory.

Geneva agreements represent not
only the approval of the Iranian
atomic program but also a legiti-
macy of Iranian Islamic Republic in
front of international community.
After Geneva, Iran is no more the
“rogue state” or the “ferocious dic-
tatorship” which US and EU talked
about for almost ten years, exploit-
ing inner affairs to create interna-
tional hostile propaganda campaigns
or supporting extremist movements
aimed to destabilize the country.
Now Western nations must recog-
nize the sovereignty of Iran after
several years of unequal sanctions
and military threats. Without that

political distortion, also in front of

European public opinion Iran is now
a legitimate regional power, a coun-
try which claims for dialogue, peace
and unity in Muslim world, one of
the most important oil world pro-
ducers, with a rising ability in terms
of economic diversification which
distinguishes it from the other obso-
lete Gulf economies. In a few words,
Iran is at full scale an essential pivot
between Inner Asia and the Middle
East and so a key-actor along the
new re-emerging Silkroad.
Perspectives in EU-Iran
cooperation

At the same time, European countries
become potential partners for Iran in
terms of economy and technology
abandoning their traditional compli-
ant attitude towards Israel. In 2006
Italy has been the first European eco-
nomic partner of Iran while in 2008
trade volume between the two coun-
tries reached € 6 billions, mainly con-
cerning raw materials and car indus-
try sectors. After oil embargo against
Iran in 2012, ENI and other Italian
state-owned and private companies

were forced to abandon the country

N ¢

and stop their activities with huge
negative consequences on Italian
economy. After Foreign Affairs Min-
ister Emma Bonino visited Tehran,
these essential commercial channels
have been finally reopened starting
from oil and gas market as recently
wished by ENI Managing Director
Paolo Scaroni and Iranian Minister of
Petroleum Bijian Namdar Zangeneh
during a meeting in Wien.

Italy was urgently needing for new
import sources after the annulment
of Bengasi Treaty (signed by former
PM Silvio Berlusconi and former
Libyan president Muammar Gadd-
afi in summer of 2008), due to the
devastating NATO military opera-
tions which made Libya collapse in
a geopolitical chaos where foreign
invaders and Salafi-Wahhabi terror-
ist fighters established a new law of
the jungle.

Libyan example represents a hard
precedent which any other non-
Western state should look at. In fact
EU has not a common foreign policy
yet: firstable, because every nation

seems to be still anchored to its own
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the Ummah. Their clear links and
connections with US government
and their ambivalent relationships
with Israel made the rest. Wahhabi-
oriented monarchist regimes still
represent dangerous promoters of ex-
tremism, terrorism and intollerance
but their mono-sectorial economies
will never build serious model of de-
velopment which other Muslim states
can refer to.

The important heritage of
ahmoud Ahmadinejad

In Europe former president Ah-
madinejad has been often seen as an
enemy and a dangerous leader. This
perception was clearly the result of an
artificial operation aimed to damage

the credibility of the country in the

West. In truth Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad has the unquestionable credit to
have accelerated the modernization
of Iran in terms of national develop-
ment in the fields of economy, tech-
nology and military affairs. Moreover
his 8-years presidential term has been
crucial inside the general process of
multipolarization of world politics,
establishing a new era of interna-
tional cooperation. Firstable, he has
begun and strenghtened closer ties
with actors like Russia or Turkey,
traditionally hostile to Iran/Persia in
the past. Second, he has built a de-
terminant South-South network with
China and Venezuela, giving Non-
Aligned Countries Conference a new

and more concrete political meaning

I

after its weakening due to the end of
the Cold War.

Nevertheless he led the government
in a very hard stage for Iran, a stage
characterized by US global hegem-
onism as an heritage of post-9/11
Washington foreign policy. George
W. Bush's War on Terror strategy and
Donald Rumsfeld's Pre-Emptive War
doctrine were perfectly aligned with
Israeli interests in the Middle East,
ensuring Tel Aviv a loyal support and
including Iran in the so-called “rogue
states” list. At that time European
public opinion was heavily influenced
by this status-quo and considered the
fake horrific image of Iran painted by
mainstream media as true.
Nowadays, after the failure of Arab
Spring, Western contradictions are
emerged and Barack Obama is in a
critical position. Firstable, US sup-
port to terrorist activities in Syria
unveiled the truth about Washing-
ton-Ryad connection. Second, Da-
tagate denounced by former NSA
agent Edward Snowden has shown
a dangerous situation signed by a ris-
ing distrust between the two sides of
Atlantic Ocean. Third, the economic
crisis of EU caused a significant loss
of credibility for European institu-
tions and forced important economies
like Germany and France to open
their markets to non-EU actors like
BRICS, in spite of Brussels attempts
to impose unequal antidumping du-
ties against emerging economies.
President Rouhani has brilliantly tak-
en an advantage of this international
situation, accepting the dialogue with

Western powers just when they are
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4,2014
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Geneva agreements established with
1+5 group in November 2013 could
represent a breakthrough in 21st cen-
tury geopolitics. Thanks to his bril-
liant diplomacy, president Rouhani
has reached the most important goal
in recent Iranian foreign policy: the
legitimacy of national nuclear pro-
gram. The contemporary chaos in
which Erdogan's Turkey and Morsi's
Egypt collapsed during summer of

2013, after one year of political Sunni

hyper-activism, created ideal condi-
tions for Iran.

Thanks to Bashar al-Assad successful
management of Syrian crisis, Axis of
Resistance emerged as winner against
US-Saudi-Qatari alliance giving Te-
hran a stronger credibility not only
inside Shia community but also in
the rest of Muslim world. Muslim
Brotherhood and Fethullah Giilen's
Hizmet were defeated and definetly
lost all their plausibility in front of
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At this sensitive juncture in the history
global relations, the age of zero-sum
games is over, even though a few actors
still tend to rely on archaic and deeply in-
effective ways and means to preserve their
old superiority and domination,

Dr. Hassan Rouhani

President of the Islamic Republic of Ira
atthe

Sixty-eight Session of the

United Nations General Assembly
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past and its own interest; second,
because Washington still keeps the
stronger decisional power according
to NATO hierarchy.

So Iran should be very careful to es-
tablish different ties with every single
European country valuing their re-
spective levels of reliability on a case-
by-case basis. Opening to West in
economy and technology fields could
be positive but it should be followed
by a strong political leadership able
to control and select foreign invest-
ments inside the country, especially
in financial sector, and a modern
national army with efficient military
capabilities due to a qualified defense
industry. Since Khomeini's Revolu-
tion in 1979, Iranian model of na-
tional development has demonstrated

its functionality, so reaching these

goals will be an easy task for presi-

dent Rouhani.

Mattei friendship for dia
logue and mutual respec

US and Israeli arrogance has ruined
and compromised dialogue and mu-
tual comprehension between Iran
and Europe for a long time. Italy was
maybe the most damaged country in
the last decades because of the de-
terioration of relationships between
Tehran and the West. 1953's CIA-
led Ajax Operation has overthrown
former PM Mohammed Mossadeq
after his decision to nationalize Irani-
an oil with the support of former ENI
president Enrico Mattei. At that time
the so called ENI-model represented
a revolutionary way in international

cooperation, based on a concrete
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idea of mutual respect and win-win
strategy. Both Mossadeq and Mattei
payed a high price for their work and
political willings. Nowadays world
is finally changing and the present
process of multipolarization could al-
low our countries to fully realize that
cooperation plan to favor mutual ex-
change and comprehension between
Iran and Italy.

Rome and Tehran represent the
whombs of two great forms of civi-
lization, the centers of two empires
which contributed to write some es-
sential pages of world history. Thanks
to modern-man conquests in sectors
of science and technology, new forms
of dialogue could re-open the ancient
Silkroad, disappeared and forgotten
five centuries ago due to the primacy

of sea-power.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani ®)
greets Italian Foreign Minister Emma
Bonino (L) during their meeting in
Tehran on December 22, 2013.
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1953's CIA-led Ajax Opera-
tion has overthrown former
PM Mohammed Moss-
adeq after his decision to
nationalize Iranian oil with
the support of former ENI
president Enrico Mattei.

At that time the so called
ENI-model represented

a revolutionary way in
international cooperation,
based on a concrete idea
of mutual respect and win-
win strategy

significantly weaker. Western observ-
ers welcomed the electoral victory
of reformist wings with satisfaction,
believing that Rouhani could keep a
softer attitude towards US and EU.
However most of them considered
this softer attitude as a yielding and
not as a mutual opening. On the
contrary Iranian government held
its positions on nuclear issue steady,
obtaining a clear victory.

Geneva agreements represent not
only the approval of the Iranian
atomic program but also a legiti-
macy of Iranian Islamic Republic in
front of international community.
After Geneva, Iran is no more the
“rogue state” or the “ferocious dic-
tatorship” which US and EU talked
about for almost ten years, exploit-
ing inner affairs to create interna-
tional hostile propaganda campaigns
or supporting extremist movements
aimed to destabilize the country.
Now Western nations must recog-
nize the sovereignty of Iran after
several years of unequal sanctions
and military threats. Without that

political distortion, also in front of

European public opinion Iran is now
a legitimate regional power, a coun-
try which claims for dialogue, peace
and unity in Muslim world, one of
the most important oil world pro-
ducers, with a rising ability in terms
of economic diversification which
distinguishes it from the other obso-
lete Gulf economies. In a few words,
Iran is at full scale an essential pivot
between Inner Asia and the Middle
East and so a key-actor along the
new re-emerging Silkroad.
Perspectives in EU-Iran
cooperation

At the same time, European countries
become potential partners for Iran in
terms of economy and technology
abandoning their traditional compli-
ant attitude towards Israel. In 2006
Italy has been the first European eco-
nomic partner of Iran while in 2008
trade volume between the two coun-
tries reached € 6 billions, mainly con-
cerning raw materials and car indus-
try sectors. After oil embargo against
Iran in 2012, ENI and other Italian
state-owned and private companies

were forced to abandon the country
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and stop their activities with huge
negative consequences on Italian
economy. After Foreign Affairs Min-
ister Emma Bonino visited Tehran,
these essential commercial channels
have been finally reopened starting
from oil and gas market as recently
wished by ENI Managing Director
Paolo Scaroni and Iranian Minister of
Petroleum Bijian Namdar Zangeneh
during a meeting in Wien.

Italy was urgently needing for new
import sources after the annulment
of Bengasi Treaty (signed by former
PM Silvio Berlusconi and former
Libyan president Muammar Gadd-
afi in summer of 2008), due to the
devastating NATO military opera-
tions which made Libya collapse in
a geopolitical chaos where foreign
invaders and Salafi-Wahhabi terror-
ist fighters established a new law of
the jungle.

Libyan example represents a hard
precedent which any other non-
Western state should look at. In fact
EU has not a common foreign policy
yet: firstable, because every nation

seems to be still anchored to its own
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the Ummah. Their clear links and
connections with US government
and their ambivalent relationships
with Israel made the rest. Wahhabi-
oriented monarchist regimes still
represent dangerous promoters of ex-
tremism, terrorism and intollerance
but their mono-sectorial economies
will never build serious model of de-
velopment which other Muslim states
can refer to.

The important heritage of
ahmoud Ahmadinejad

In Europe former president Ah-
madinejad has been often seen as an
enemy and a dangerous leader. This
perception was clearly the result of an
artificial operation aimed to damage

the credibility of the country in the

West. In truth Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad has the unquestionable credit to
have accelerated the modernization
of Iran in terms of national develop-
ment in the fields of economy, tech-
nology and military affairs. Moreover
his 8-years presidential term has been
crucial inside the general process of
multipolarization of world politics,
establishing a new era of interna-
tional cooperation. Firstable, he has
begun and strenghtened closer ties
with actors like Russia or Turkey,
traditionally hostile to Iran/Persia in
the past. Second, he has built a de-
terminant South-South network with
China and Venezuela, giving Non-
Aligned Countries Conference a new

and more concrete political meaning
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after its weakening due to the end of
the Cold War.

Nevertheless he led the government
in a very hard stage for Iran, a stage
characterized by US global hegem-
onism as an heritage of post-9/11
Washington foreign policy. George
W. Bush's War on Terror strategy and
Donald Rumsfeld's Pre-Emptive War
doctrine were perfectly aligned with
Israeli interests in the Middle East,
ensuring Tel Aviv a loyal support and
including Iran in the so-called “rogue
states” list. At that time European
public opinion was heavily influenced
by this status-quo and considered the
fake horrific image of Iran painted by
mainstream media as true.
Nowadays, after the failure of Arab
Spring, Western contradictions are
emerged and Barack Obama is in a
critical position. Firstable, US sup-
port to terrorist activities in Syria
unveiled the truth about Washing-
ton-Ryad connection. Second, Da-
tagate denounced by former NSA
agent Edward Snowden has shown
a dangerous situation signed by a ris-
ing distrust between the two sides of
Atlantic Ocean. Third, the economic
crisis of EU caused a significant loss
of credibility for European institu-
tions and forced important economies
like Germany and France to open
their markets to non-EU actors like
BRICS, in spite of Brussels attempts
to impose unequal antidumping du-
ties against emerging economies.
President Rouhani has brilliantly tak-
en an advantage of this international
situation, accepting the dialogue with

Western powers just when they are
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legitimacy of national nuclear pro-
gram. The contemporary chaos in
which Erdogan's Turkey and Morsi's
Egypt collapsed during summer of

2013, after one year of political Sunni

hyper-activism, created ideal condi-
tions for Iran.

Thanks to Bashar al-Assad successful
management of Syrian crisis, Axis of
Resistance emerged as winner against
US-Saudi-Qatari alliance giving Te-
hran a stronger credibility not only
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